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taken from the names of saints. From such a beau-
tiful name as St. Hugh the Normans had Hugon,
and from this we get the rather commonplace names
of Huggins, Hutchins, Hutchinson, and several others.
So St. Clair is still a surname, though often changed
into Sinclair. St. Gilbert is responsible for the
names Gibbs, Gibbons, Gibson, etc.

Sometimes in Scotland people were given, as
Christian names, names meaning servant of Christ,
or some saint. The word for servant was giollo, or
giotta. It was in this way that names like Gilchrist,
Gilpatrick, first came to be used. They were at first
Christian names, and then came to be passed on as
surnames. So Gillespie means " servant of the
bishop/1

Some surnames, though they seem quite English
now, show that the first member of the family to
bear the name was looked upon as a foreigner.
Such names are Newman, Newcome, Gumming (from
cumma, "a stranger"). Sometimes the nation-
ality to which the stranger belonged is shown by
the name. The ancestors of the people called
Fleming, for instance, must have come from Flan-
ders, as so many did in the Middle Ages. The
Brabazons must have come from Brabant.

Perhaps the most peculiar origin of all belongs
to some surnames which seem to have come from
oaths or exclamations. The fairly common names
Pardoe, Pardie, etc., come from the older name
Pardieu, or " By God," a solemn form of oath.